
 

 
 
 

Louisiana Chamber of Commerce
Foundation Newsletter

August 2026 Edition

The Louisiana Chamber of Commerce Foundation's newsletter is
dedicated to promoting economic growth, job creation, and community
development throughout the state. As a non-profit organization, we
provide resources and support for businesses of all sizes to strengthen
the Louisiana business community through innovation, collaboration, and
education. This newsletter offers updates on our latest initiatives, insights
from industry experts, and information on upcoming events and
opportunities. Join us as we work together to build a prosperous future
for Louisiana.

 

Visit our Website

LCCF Spotlight

https://www.lachamberfoundation.org/


New Orleans Regional Black Chamber of Commerce
Membership Mixer

The New Orleans Regional Black Chamber of Commerce Membership Mixer was a
tremendous success, bringing together entrepreneurs, business owners, professionals,
and community leaders for an evening of networking, collaboration, and meaningful
connections. With more than 180 registrants, the event showcased the strength and
continued growth of our business community while providing attendees with valuable
opportunities to build relationships, exchange ideas, and learn more about Chamber
initiatives. Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make this event a memorable
success.

LCCF Shreveport Regional Tour









The Louisiana Chamber of Commerce Foundation's Shreveport Regional Tour brought
together business owners, entrepreneurs, community leaders, and resource partners for a
morning of collaboration, networking, and economic development. Attendees had the
opportunity to hear directly from state and federal partners, including the Louisiana
Department of Insurance (LDI), Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
(DOTD), U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), Fuel, Louisiana Economic
Development (LED), and other organizations committed to supporting Louisiana
businesses. The event provided valuable insights, meaningful discussions, and
opportunities to connect with regional stakeholders while highlighting resources available
to help businesses start, grow, and succeed across Northwest Louisiana.

Thank you to those who attended LCCF Shreveport
Regional Tour

Latest News: Shreveport-Bossier African American
Chamber of Commerce



Shreveport-Bossier African American Chamber of
Commerce Awards $23,000 in RISE Grants to Local
Businesses
The Shreveport-Bossier African American Chamber of Commerce recently gathered at
Cassandra's on the River for its RISE Grant Presentation Lunch, celebrating the
achievements of its 1st Quarter RISE Grant recipients and the power of investing in local
businesses.

The event brought together entrepreneurs, community leaders, and business advocates to
recognize the resilience, innovation, and determination of small business owners who are
turning their ideas into impact and driving economic growth throughout the region.
Thanks to funding provided through Caddo Parish ARPA funds, the Chamber awarded a
total of $23,000 in grants to local businesses, providing critical resources to help
entrepreneurs expand their operations, create opportunities, and strengthen the local
economy.

The Chamber also extends a special thank you to Representative Steven Jackson for his
advocacy and support in securing funding opportunities that continue to benefit the
business community.
As the Chamber celebrates this quarter's recipients, it also looks ahead to the future. RISE
Grant applications are now open for the upcoming quarter, offering another opportunity for
local businesses to invest in their growth and become part of a network committed to
empowering entrepreneurs and building stronger communities.

For more information or to apply for the next round of funding, visit:
www.sbaacc.org

http://www.sbaacc.org/




Louisiana AgriAquaculture Center of Excellence
Hosts First-Ever Full-Day Aquaponics Immersive

Training
The Louisiana AgriAquaculture Center of Excellence (AACE) recently celebrated an
exciting milestone by hosting its first-ever six-hour Introduction to Aquaponics Immersive
Training Course at its state-of-the-art facility located at 651 Leson Court in Harvey,
Louisiana.

Established in January 2025 through the support of Congressman Troy A. Carter, Sr., and
located in Jefferson Parish Council District 2, the Center continues to serve as a hub for
agricultural innovation, workforce development, and sustainable food production
throughout Louisiana.

More than 25 participants from across the state spent the day gaining hands-on
experience and learning the fundamentals of aquaculture and aquaponics, including fish
production and water quality management, plant cultivation in aquaponic systems, system
operation and maintenance, farm management best practices, and sustainable food
production techniques.

The immersive training provided participants with practical knowledge that can be applied
to their own farms, entrepreneurial ventures, educational programs, and future careers in
agriculture, aquaculture, environmental sustainability, and Louisiana's growing blue
economy.

This inaugural course represents just the beginning of AACE's commitment to expanding
educational and workforce development opportunities that equip Louisianans with the
skills needed for the jobs of tomorrow while strengthening local food systems and
supporting economic growth across our state.

Interested in attending a future class or learning more about the Louisiana
AgriAquaculture Center of Excellence?
Email: analyst@labizspeaks.org

Interested in attending a future class or learning more about the Louisiana
AgriAquaculture Center of Excellence? Click Here to Email Us! 

mailto:analyst@labizspeaks.org
mailto:analyst@labizspeaks.org
mailto:analyst@labizspeaks.org


 

JOIN OUR STATEWIDE DIRECTORY
 

https://louisianachamberofcommercefoundationinc.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Membership/Application/9p8le2pv


The Louisiana Chamber of Commerce Foundation is now accepting
nominations for the inaugural Parish Passport: Louisiana Economic
Leaders Guide, presented by Atmos Energy. Help recognize the business,
civic, and community leaders shaping Louisiana's future by submitting a
nomination today. Don't miss the opportunity to spotlight outstanding
leadership from across all 64 parishes.

Apply Now: https://forms.gle/f2bVc1XKdjVYxBqS6

https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=forms.gle&t=h.eJxljruOwyAURH8loo6NH2AjV9G2W0aydssLXBISMA5gaR_KvyekTXtmNGf-yRYdmXbknPOaJkpNiD7VJ4fUdHJW7denvszfPx-340D2O3ItXRc2mywsUKkzeImxUsF7jAorE7ZFQ7ZhoTnikg8ACh3UIZ6oGBXX3dhINkjDB8FNC6MWUg6d7BEa2o6i73nDOl4LIVjDWFFiUfrfCPHgQNq_tCJcU1ksqX4deuf2ydv7A7gTRjk.MEYCIQCVLVvA7gprJHsZ0zBe4VrCXNXzAahDJAjYd6hj3gwD8AIhAO1WEEdn8XPs43KqJmJOxMsMVc3IlOzFMF_v3ALqHwKA


This will be a time of introduction and mingling among business
owners, public officials, non-profit leaders,and individuals seeking
opportunities to build stronger businesses connections and
collaborative endeavors.

Click here to register for BRCC Synergy Mixer

https://business.bayourcc.org/events/Details/bayou-region-chamber-of-commerce-synergy-mixer-meet-and-greet-1857153?sourceTypeld=Hub&fbclid=IwY2xjawTVqtZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFkVjlRa1dCR3M5R21VeE9Vc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHrvDptGfCDGHr-e9ONsaxHYAyPtAWQxRVYiiFOWLb5Ehg5N2Z89sNqTKrfIm_aem_zIF62Hlsg0zCjHS8MVWI3A


A focused introductory course designed for energy professionals, corporate sustainability
managers, and finance professionals new to clean energy contracts. Participants will gain
foundational knowledge of renewable energy contracts, understand different contract
types and learn basic structure and terms. There will be four sessions and each is
designed as a standalone 2-hour class.

Click here to register for Clean Energy Contracts

https://louisianachamberofcommercefoundationinc-dev.growthzoneapp.com/calendar/Details/clean-energy-contracts-introductory-training-course-1852040?sourceTypeId=Hub


ScaleUp 360 is a six-month business growth program for Monroe and
surrounding area residence; designed to equip small business owners with the
tools, strategy, and support needed to sustainably grow and scale their
businesses.
The program serves a small cohort of 10-15 businesses and combines monthly
two-hour group sessions led by subject matter experts with one hour of
individualized one-on-one coaching per participant each month. Coaching is
customized to each business and aligned with the monthly focus areas to
ensure practical application and measurable progress.
In addition, participants gain access to a monthly “Power Hour,” an added-
value session featuring expert speakers who provide insight on specialized
topics, industry trends, and real-world strategies that further strengthen
business capacity and exposure to key resources.
Throughout the program, participants strengthen their foundation for growth,
conduct meaningful market and industry research, refine their branding and
positioning, prepare for government contracting opportunities, build teams and



systems for scaling, and develop business continuity and risk planning
strategies.
By the end of ScaleUp 360, each business walks away with clear strategic
growth goals, defined key performance indicators, stronger market positioning,
documented systems, and a business continuity blueprint; ensuring they are
not just operating, but building a resilient and scalable enterprise.

Click here to register for the ScalUp 360 Cohort

https://louisianachamberofcommercefoundationinc-dev.growthzoneapp.com/calendar/Details/monroe-area-only-scale-up-360-for-small-businesses-1847699?sourceTypeId=Hub


Join us for the New Orleans stop of the Louisiana Chamber of Commerce Foundation
Regional Tour! This dynamic, half-day event is designed to connect business owners,
entrepreneurs, and community leaders with critical resources, networking opportunities,
and updates on economic development initiatives across the state. Hear directly from key
state and federal partners, including the LDI, DOTD, SBA, Fuel, Louisiana Economic
Development, and more. The event features engaging panel discussions, resource
sharing, and time to connect with regional stakeholders and fellow professionals. Don’t
miss this opportunity to grow your network, learn from experts, and engage in meaningful
conversations about the future of business in Louisiana. There is no cost to attend, but
registration is required.

Click here to register for LCCF'S New Orleans Regional Tour

https://louisianachamberofcommercefoundationinc-dev.growthzoneapp.com/calendar/Details/new-orleans-regional-tour-1650732?sourceTypeId=Hub


Join us for the Lafayette stop of the Louisiana Chamber of Commerce Foundation
Regional Tour! This dynamic, half-day event is designed to connect business owners,
entrepreneurs, and community leaders with critical resources, networking opportunities,
and updates on economic development initiatives across the state. Hear directly from key
state and federal partners, including the LDI, DOTD, SBA, Fuel, Louisiana Economic
Development, and more. The event features engaging panel discussions, resource
sharing, and time to connect with regional stakeholders and fellow professionals. Don’t
miss this opportunity to grow your network, learn from experts, and engage in meaningful
conversations about the future of business in Louisiana. There is no cost to attend, but
registration is required.

Click here to register for LCCF'S Lafayette Regional Tour

https://louisianachamberofcommercefoundationinc-dev.growthzoneapp.com/calendar/Details/lafayette-regional-tour-1650735?sourceTypeId=Hub


Louisiana Leads Luncheon & Awards Program
Registration Now Open

Registration is now open for the 4th Annual Louisiana Leads Luncheon &
Awards Program, presented by JPMorganChase. This premier statewide
event will bring together business leaders, entrepreneurs, public servants,
and community champions from all 64 parishes to celebrate the
individuals and organizations making a lasting impact on Louisiana's
economy and communities.

Attendees will also witness the release of the inaugural Parish Passport,
presented by Atmos Energy, recognizing distinguished leaders from every
parish across the state. Join us on Friday, October 9, at the Hilton Baton
Rouge Capitol Center for an afternoon of recognition, networking, and



inspiration. Reserve your seat today and be part of one of Louisiana's
premier business and leadership events.

Click here to register for Louisiana Leads Luncheon 2026

Annual Regional Tours

LCCF Regional Tour 2026 Dates

August 7, 2026 — New Orleans, LA
August 19, 2026 — Lafayette, LA

The Louisiana Chamber of Commerce
Foundation Regional Tours bring together
business owners, entrepreneurs, and
community leaders for a powerful
opportunity to connect, learn, and grow.
These events offer direct access to
valuable resources, meaningful
conversations, and connections that can
open doors to new opportunities.

From expert insights to real-time
networking with key partners and peers,
each stop is designed to keep you
informed, engaged, and positioned for
success. Don’t miss your chance to be in
the room where important conversations
and connections are happening.

These event's are FREE to attend, and
open to the public but registration is
required.

Please email Analyst@LABizSpeaks.Org
if you have any questions about
LCCF'S Regional Tours

https://louisianachamberofcommercefoundationinc-dev.growthzoneapp.com/calendar/Details/louisiana-leads-luncheon-2026-1650751?sourceTypeId=Hub


Join our statewide directory!

Increase visibility
Receive priority access to events
Network with businesses statewide

Register Today!

View Procurement Directory

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gateway-to-growth-a-summit-on-the-impact-of-ports-commerce-development-tickets-769076296907
http://opportunitylouisiana.gov/vendor-opportunities/


Questions? Click here

Visit BuildWithKBJV.com

The Louisiana Office of State Procurement
ensures fair and legal state contracting,

managing equipment, goods, and services
procurement for agencies. It promotes fair

competition, regulatory compliance, and
fulfillment of contractual duties.

Find Contract Opportunities

https://buildwithkbjv.com/
https://buildwithkbjv.com/
mailto:I-10CMAROutreach@kb-jv.com
https://buildwithkbjv.com/
https://www.doa.la.gov/doa/osp/


 

Experience Agriculture in Action with an AACE Farm
Fresh Tour!



Looking for a unique, educational, and hands-on experience? The Louisiana
AgriAquaculture Center of Excellence (AACE) invites schools, organizations, businesses,
and community groups to participate in our Farm Fresh Tours at our state-of-the-art facility
in Harvey, Louisiana.

Guests will have the opportunity to explore innovative farming practices and learn about
the future of sustainable agriculture through interactive experiences, including:
🌱 Hydroponics and Aquaponics Systems
🐟 Sustainable Fish and Plant Production
🌿 Controlled Environment Agriculture
🍅 Fresh Food Production and Food Security Initiatives
📚 Agricultural Education and Workforce Development Opportunities
Whether you're a student interested in STEM and agriculture, an educator seeking an
engaging field experience, or an organization looking to learn more about sustainable food
systems, AACE Farm Fresh Tours offer an exciting opportunity to experience agriculture in
action.

Tour Information:
FRIDAY'S ONLY 10 AM OR 1 PM
📍 Louisiana AgriAquaculture Center of Excellence
651 Leson Court
Harvey, LA 70058

📅 Tours are complimentary and available by reservation ONLY.
For more information or to schedule a tour:
Email: analyst@labizspeaks.org

Come discover how AACE is cultivating the next generation of agricultural leaders and
creating innovative solutions to strengthen Louisiana's food systems and economy.

Interested in a Fresh Farm Tour? Click Here to Email AACE

mailto:analyst@labizspeaks.org
mailto:paul@aacela.org


Applications are now open for the 2026 LED Rural Entrepreneurship Initiative.

This opportunity, hosted by Louisiana Economic Development (LED), is designed to help
rural Louisiana businesses grow and scale through expert support, peer learning, and

tailored growth strategies.

If you are a rural business owner looking to expand into new markets, this program may
be a great fit.

Scan the QR code to apply or learn more.

Click here for 2026 Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant Programs

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-programs?utm_source=chatgpt.com


The Louisiana Office of State Procurement
ensures fair and legal state contracting,
managing equipment, goods, and services

procurement for agencies. It promotes fair

competition, regulatory compliance, and
fulfillment of contractual duties.

Find Contract Opportunities

Discover our affiliate chambers today!

Visit our affiliate chambers! 

Click here to register for New Orleans Regional Chamber of Commerce
Membership Mixer

Mid Louisiana Chamber of Commerce
Business Spotlight

https://www.doa.la.gov/doa/osp/
https://business.lachamberfoundation.org/affiliatechambers/Search/affiliate-chambers-250915
https://www.lachamberfoundation.org/
https://louisianachamberofcommercefoundationinc-dev.growthzoneapp.com/calendar/Details/new-orleans-regional-black-chamber-of-commerce-membership-mixer-1775020?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://louisianachamberofcommercefoundationinc-dev.growthzoneapp.com/calendar/Details/new-orleans-regional-black-chamber-of-commerce-membership-mixer-1775020?sourceTypeId=Hub


Business Spotlight:
Assertive Aspirations
Behavioral Health Services
LLC
The Mid Louisiana Chamber of Commerce is
proud to spotlight Assertive Aspirations
Behavioral Health Services LLC, a trusted
behavioral health provider dedicated to
delivering accessible, high-quality mental
health services to individuals and families
throughout Alexandria and the surrounding
communities.

Founded in October 2016 by Brinda and
Joseph Jones, Assertive Aspirations offers
compassionate mental health evaluations and
counseling tailored to each client's unique
needs. Proudly CARF Accredited since 2018,
the organization is committed to providing
personalized care that promotes healing,
wellness, and long-term success.

Through compassionate service, strong
leadership, and a commitment to excellence,
Assertive Aspirations Behavioral Health
Services LLC continues to make a meaningful
impact on the Mid Louisiana community by
improving access to quality behavioral
healthcare.

Contact Information

📍 Location: 1403 Metro Drive, Suite G
Alexandria, LA 71301

👩🏽‍💼 Owners: Brinda and Joseph Jones

📞 Phone: (318) 625-7467

📠 Fax: (318) 625-7420

🌐 Website: www.assertiveaspirations.com

Baton Rouge Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce
Business Spotlight



Business Spotlight: Bell's
Janitorial

The Baton Rouge Metropolitan Black Chamber
of Commerce is proud to spotlight Bell's
Janitorial, a trusted cleaning company
dedicated to providing dependable, high-quality
janitorial services for commercial businesses,
offices, and facilities.

Owned by Alfred Bell, Bell's Janitorial is
committed to creating clean, safe, and
welcoming environments through reliable
service, professionalism, and attention to
detail. By delivering customized cleaning
solutions that meet each client's unique needs,
the company helps businesses maintain
spotless workspaces while enhancing their
professional image.

Through a commitment to quality, integrity, and
customer satisfaction, Bell's Janitorial
continues to make a positive impact on
businesses throughout the Baton Rouge
community.

Contact Information
📍 Location: 1433 North 35th Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
👨🏾‍💼 Owner: Alfred Bell
📞 Phone: (225) 288-0107
📧 Email: alfredbell71@yahoo.com

Lake Area Regional Chamber of Commerce
Business Spotlight

Business Spotlight:
﻿Diamonique's Mobile
SoulFood Kitchen
The Lake Area Regional Chamber of
Commerce is proud to spotlight Diamonique's
Mobile SoulFood Kitchen, a locally owned
mobile food trailer dedicated to serving bold
flavors, delicious soul food, and exceptional
customer service.

Owned by Adrian Celestine, Diamonique's
Mobile SoulFood Kitchen is known for adding a
unique touch of flavor to every meal served.
With a commitment to quality, precision, and
passion, the business strives to create

mailto:alfredbell71@yahoo.com


memorable dining experiences that keep
customers coming back for more.

From comforting soul food favorites to friendly,
reliable service, Diamonique's Mobile SoulFood
Kitchen continues to make a positive impact on
the Lake Charles community, one delicious
meal at a time.

Contact Information

📍 Location: 2431 Gerstner Memorial Drive
Lake Charles, LA

👨🏾‍💼 Owner: Adrian Celestine

📞 Phone: (757) 912-7072

📧 Email: Ofd7875@gmail.com

North East Louisiana Chamber of Commerce
Business Spotlight

Business Spotlight:
Goldston's Auto Body
The Northeast Louisiana Chamber of
Commerce is proud to spotlight Goldston's
Auto Body, a trusted auto body repair shop
dedicated to providing high-quality collision
repair, dent removal, and professional
refinishing services.
Owned by David Goldston, Goldston's Auto
Body is committed to restoring vehicles to safe,
showroom-quality condition through skilled
craftsmanship, quality parts, and proven repair
techniques. Known for friendly customer
service, transparent estimates, and timely
turnaround times, the business takes pride in
helping customers get back on the road with
confidence.
Through a commitment to quality, integrity, and
customer satisfaction, Goldston's Auto Body
continues to make a positive impact on the
Monroe community by providing dependable
automotive repair services.

Contact Information
📍 Location: 408 Louisville Avenue
Monroe, LA 71201
👨🏾‍💼 Owner: David Goldston
📞 Phone: (318) 582-5111



 

Check out this testimony from one of chamber leaders:

 
 
 

Louisiana Chamber of Commerce Foundation
Our mission is to help drive the economic growth of our State by
empowering and sustaining the business community through the
development of local chambers.

Visit our Website
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